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TEACHING RELIGION

HOW effective is our teaching of religion in
our schools? Within the traditional frame-
work of our Irish educational system, we have a
very great opportunity of presenting the rich
heritage of the Faith to our young people. Are
we concerned enough about translating the pos-
sibility into actuality ?

I have overheard two French priests, members
of well known societies, say that more promising
vocations were coming forward from the offici-
ally religionless state secondary schools than
from the formally Catholic ones. In similar vein
it has been stated that the Catholic products of
the undenominational state schools of Britain
and the United States often show a greater
maturity of religious outlook than the young
people educated in specifically Catholic schools.
Again, it is a fairly common experience that boys
educated exclusively in our Irish denomin-
ational schoo's, and then emigrating to Britain,
America or Australia, accept far too readily the
religious indifference, and the lax moral stan-
dards of a post-Christian world.

Year after year, as I see our own senior boys
leave school, I am sadly conscious of how small
a fraction of the wealth of Catholic truth has
been unfolded to them in all their years with us,
and how smaller still the fraction of which they
have a vital personal grasp. The ideal, of course,
is that they should continue to study their faith
all through life and be increasingly seized by its
truth and relevance and splendour. Faith is
something dynamic, not static. If this further
growth does not follow, must not we, their
teachers, examine critically our whole approach
to the teaching of religion ? How many of our

pupils will in later life read, even occasionally,
any works of theology, philosophy, devotion,
church history, liturgy? How many of them
will take and read regularly a Catholic review ?
Has our teaching orientated them towards a
mature and adult interest in their religion?
Have we set their feet on that life-long quest of
faith seeking understanding and understanding
seeking faith: fides quaerens intellectum, intel-
lectus quaerens fidem ?

Do they not, perhaps, teke with them into life
the attitude that religion is just one more subject
among others that one studies in school and
abandons with much e'se on leaving school ? If
all further interest in, say, literature or history,
is abandoned on leaving school, can we assert
that these subjects have been properly presented
in school ? On the other hand, if many can take
with them from school a life-long interest in
such humane subjects, should not most come
away with a permanent appetite for that know-
ledge of divine things which uniquely gives
meaning and purpose to human life ?

Philosophy, Aristotle tells us, arose from
wonder. Is it not surprising that this innate
sense of wonder, mother of human wisdom,
should have so little place in the spiritual life of
co many adult Christians? Do our children
wonder at divine things ? At the great mysteries
of existence, of creation, of time and eternity, of
good and evil, of nature and grace ? If not, per-
haps we have offered religion to them as a dis-
cipline to be studied and accepted rather than as
a mystery to be wondered at. a love to be em-
braced, a life to be lived to the full ?

BROTHER PATRICK, F.S.C,
Teaching Staff, Senior School.

Headmaster : REV. BROTHER GEORGE, F.S.C., B.A.,, H.Dip.Ed.

Telephone : Preparatory School and Secondary School: 981067.

Community Residence: 981173

(Bus Services: 14, 16a, 47a and 61)

** Wine and Gold " is published by De La Salle Collese, Churchtown. Price 4
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Headmaster’s Report

TEACHING STAFF

MY first duty is to thank each member of the
Staff, in both the Junior and Senior schools
for their excellent work, their zeal and their
general interest in all the activities of the college
during the past year. It is a pleasure to work
in a College where such comradeship and co-
operation are found. Hence it is very sad to
part with any of them,

Mr. McGinley and Mr. Gallagher, after spend-
ing some years with us, are leaving. Since they
came to De La Salle, they spared no trouble in
leading their boys onwards and upwards. 1
thank them sincerely for their good work and I
wish them many years of happiness.

Mr. Brendan O’Connor is leaving us to take
up another appointment and I wish that God
may bless his work and make it fruitful. He
was a kind and zealous teacher, with an easy air
of authority which won him the respect and love
of his pupils. He had charge of the College
Senior XV, and spent all his spare time training
them and bringing them to their games. On
behalf of the boys and on my own behalf, I
thank him for his zeal and devotion.

Thanks also to Brother Aengus for the fine
work he did during his two years here. With his
boundless energy in the class-room and on the
playing field he was a model to us all. His
former pupils here remember him with affection
and thanks.

When I come to speak of Brother Patrick I feel
that his going has shaken our very foundation.
He is the man who founded our College. He
outi'the seal of his own fine character on it and
it will ever be his monument. He exerted all his
energy for the good of the College and for the
welfare of the pupils, both past and present. His
work for the boys and his deep interest in their
proeress were appreciated by all concerned. He
had the great joy of seeing his work here prosper
and the number of pupils grow from forty-five in
1952. to over five hundred in 1964. May God
continue to bless his work and may his success
in South Africa even outshine his success here.

RELIGION

I am erateful to our Parish Priest, Very Rev.
Canon O'Donnell, and to Rev. Father Hyland,
C.C., for their interest in the College and in the
puvils. Both of them visit the College regularly
and address the boys. They arrange their
Sodality meeting each month, with Confession,
Mass and Holy Communion. Each boy in the
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College is 2 member of the Sodality. They also
belong to the Arch-Confraternity of the Divine
Child. A large number belong to the Vocation
Guild and many, too, are members of the
Pioneer T.A. Association. This was the second
year for a number of our boys to make an
enclosed Retreat in Rathfarnham Castle. In
October, 1963, 50 boys out of the Fifth and Sixth
Forms made the Retreat. In February, 1964,
the Fourth Form made their Retreat. The
Jesuit Fathers, who conducted the Retreat, were
very pleased with all the boys. All were delighted
to have such a great opportunity to examine
their Spiritual Life and they followed the
Exercises with devotion and earnestness. 1
thank Rev. Fr. O’Connor, S,]., Rev. Fr. Prender-
gast, S.],, and Rev. Fr. Counihan, S.]., for their
kindness and diligence. .

STUDIES

I 'am very happy to congratulate our pupils on
their good conduct during the year. I have
found them pleasant, sociable and well-man-
nered both in school and out of school. They
are a credit to their families, and they have set a
high standard for the pupils of future years.

Early in the school-year the College Staff
thought it would be a good idea for Sixth Form
to do their home-work in the College each night.
Most of the parents to whom I spoke were
pleased with this. At first, all the boys who
could do so came every night. Later on the
attendance became very poor and I was quite
disappointed with this attempt at improving
home-work. I fear that much of the home-work
given in school is not done at home, but is done
either on the way home after school, or on the
way to school in the morning. Home-work is
really meant to be private study, wherein the
student revises the matter taught in school and
seeks to understand it better and retain it firmly.
The exercises given are intended to guide the
student and to test his grasp of the subject. It
should be understood that these home exercises
are a minimum and that a serious student will
spend much more time revising the subjects he
has been taught, and in private reading around
these subjects.

THE PREPARATORY SCHOOL
The Junior School had a very active year. A
Branch of the Juvenile Pioneer T.A. Association
was established and a fresh, lively interest was
taken in the A.D.C. due mainly to the zealous
efforts of Brother Vincent. In May, 45 boys
received the Sacrament of Confirmation in the

WINE AND GOLD
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Church of the Good Shepherd. [ should like to
emphasise that the boys of the Junior School
subscribed most generously to our Mission
Fund. On behalf of our Brothers who are doing
Missionary work in South Africa, Mauritius,
Malaya and Burma, 1 say a special word of
thanks. Last Christmas and again in June the
Junior boys presented a Concert, and at the
moment they are preparing “ A Royal Jester.”
They hope to produce this Operetta early in the
coming year. About two hundred of the boys
took part in the Drill Display at the annual
Sports, held at Harold's Cross in May. They
celebrated the close of the school-year by going
on an outing to the Carlingford Peninsula. All
those who went on the outing had a very enjoy-
able day.

FUND RAISING

I wish to thank again, the members of the
ladies’ committee who organised the Fashion
Parade in aid of our Building Fund, in October,
1963. 1 am deeply grateful to them and to all
the others who have given us such wonderful
help since we came to Churchtown. We have
decided to give up our various fund raising
activities, at least for a time, but we are still over

£100,000 in debt. Perhaps few realise that this

entails paying about £16 per day in interest

alone, without paying off the capital. 1 should

like to draw the attention of parents to this and

to remind some that it would help us greatly if

College fees were paid promptly. :
REVIEW

Since the last issue of Wine and Gold
we have made further improvements in our
schools. The Senior school was completely
painted and decorated and the playing- fields
were levelled and re-seeded. The Junior school
also was painted and decorated and hot and cold
showers were installed.

In general we had a quietly successful year.
Our Intermediate results were very good, and
our Leaving Cert. results were respectable. In
the Religious Knowledge Examination over
959, of our boys got Honours. Our successes
in Games were not as good as in the previous
year but we had many enjoyable matches and
we have plenty of promising material. So we
look forward to the coming year with confidence.
[ pray that God may bless our efforts in all
departments.

BROTHER GEORGE, F.S.C., Headmaster.

TEACHING STAFF, 1963-1964

Seated (left to right)—Mr. O'Ro

rick, F.5.C., Brother George

Mr. Gallagher, Middle Row (left to right})—Mr. McGinley, Brother Gregory, F.5.C., Mr. Leonard, Brother Edward, F.S5.C.,
Mr. Byrne, Brother Sylvester, F.5.C., Mr. Fahy. Back Row (left to right)—Brother Denis, F.5.C., Mr. Daly, Brother Anthony,
F.S.C., Brother Vincent, FS.C., Brother Thomas, F.5.C., Mr. O'Connor, Brother Jarlath, F.S.C.
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From Nature’s Store

HE French prose text which we have been

reading in class this year is Henri Bosco'’s
“L’Enfant et la Riviére,” a charming little
conte, telling, as the title indicates, of a boy
and his love for the river. A delightfully read-
able and pleasing tale this, and one which, I am
sure, few members of 5th Form failed to enjoy.
This is principally a story of nature, and to many
of the events in it is attached a strange sort of
symbolism which is usually difficult for us to
understand. However, without searching for
these deeper meanings, it can easily be enjoyed
for the sheer beauty of its prose or simply as a
conte.

The narrator, who is also the hero but grown
up, is a little Provengal boy who lives with his
parents and his Aunt Martine on a small farm.
His name is Pascalet. While his parents are
away for a few weeks Pascalet is left in the care
of his Aunt Martine, a rather curious individual
who jogs about the house from dawn to dusk, all
the time arranging things in a most mysterious
fashion wherever she goes. She has a gruff and
most domineering manner and tells Pascalet to
go into the garden and amuse himself.

On this fine April morning Pascalet is

Phone No. 908629
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Churchtown

(Proprietor : EDWARD FINNEGAN)
b
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attention and prompt
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b 3
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“ Comfort With Service”
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tempted by Spring and by all the beauty it brings
with it, to run away and see the nearby River
Durance, about which he has heard so much but
to which his father has forbidden him to go. So
powerful is the temptation that he is unable to
resist it, and so he at last sets out across the
fields towards the river.

At this stage several pages of the book are
taken up by descriptions and names of flowers,
of birds and of trees. Yet they do not become
monotonous for they are used here, not only for
their literal meaning, but also for their sugges-
tiveness.

Finally Pascalet reaches the river to find it in
full flood. To him it is immense and frighten-
ingly powerful. He watches the rushing waters
in wonder and in fear. His anxiety is increased
by such mysterious circumstances as fresh foot-
prints on the sand and a thin column of smoke
rising lazily from an island in mid-river. Pascalet
finally goes home impressed beyond measure by
this new friend (or enemy) which he is soon to
revisit and come to know intimately.

When he returns to the river, Pascalet comes
upon a barque which is moored to a log cabin.
This time the river seems in some way to urge
him onward. As in a trance he steps gingerly
into the barque and loses the mooring rope.
The barque is immediately swept out into mid-
stream by the powerful currents and is buffeted
about at the mercy of the seething waters. Just
as Pascalet is convinced that nothing can now
save him, the river seems to relent, and boy and
barque are deposited safely on the island in mid-
river. He explores the island and after dark he
comes upon a group of four men, obviously
gypsies, who are whipping a gypsy boy of about
his own age at a stake. The boy’s name is
Gatzo. Gatzo leads Pascalet to the edge of the
island where a boat has been hidden. The two
boys then effect their escape from the island in
the boat, rowing for many hours through the
night.

From this time onwards Gatzo and Pascalet
live together on the river. Neither learns much
of the other, but despite this, both are united in
a strong bond of friendship. Gatzo speaks only
when necessary, directing his thoughts to prac-
tical problems, while Pascalet, although also
silent, is given to day-dreaming. Theirs, though
simple, is an almost infinitely happy existence,
led in perfect harmony with nature, and all the
time we get the impression that it is bordering
on Fairyland or Eden.

WINE AND GOLD



Many occurrences take place which can only is about the most delightful one in the book, for
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fact the whole story is, in a way, a fantasy, but a character of each eminent citizen is accurately
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0. So notables ” or, the bench of dignitaries, which is river, Gatzo and Pascalet become separated, and
ble to assembled when all the folk of a little village are it is after the puppet show mentioned above that
ss the gathered in the shade of a great oak tree to Pascalet sees Gatzo again. Gatzo, who has Been
watch a puppet show put on by an old man watching the show from the cover of the old oak-
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ecome habtiude, il croisait les mains sur son ventre, et pére Savinien, for he recognizes this boy as his
1y for sa grosse figure rouge avait pris pour la circon- grandson Gatzo whom he has not seen for a long
ugges- stance un air de bienviellance et de résignation time—we are not told how long. As the crowd
o . . . Le notaire, petit vieux, maigre comme un begins to leave the square with the reunited pair,
d it in c’ou, a la bouche railleuse . .. Le médecin Pascalet suddenly notices someone watching
ghten- ventru . . . Le garde-champétre sommeillant him—it is a poacher called Bargabot, who used
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Pascalet meets Bargabot the next day and the
tough, taciturn, though kindly poacher urges
Pascalet to return home with him. Pascalet
assents to his request for he has always secretly
idolized him. Ten days have passed since he
left and when he does arrive home his Aunt
Martine is overcome with joy to see him safe and
well; though she may be gruff and cross, her
heart, like Bargabot's, is in the right place.

Pascalet is home but he feels something is
missing. He wanders about as in a daze, not
caring for anything. What he is pining for is to
be once again with Bargabot, with his beloved
river, and above all, with Gatzo.

One morning Pascalet wakes up and hears
someone knocking on his window. He looks out
the window and there, to his amazement, stands
Gatzo. Gatzo explains that he had looked after
his grandfather until the old man died and then
had set out to find Pascalet. When Pascalet’s
parents return they agree to their son’s plea to
adopt Gatzo and in this way do the two former
friends become brothers.

Although some characters in this book may

have unusual personalities, nowhere do we find
any character who is evil. Everyone who
appears in the book has his own very attractive
personality and leads a simple but good life close
to nature. Gatzo, Bargabot, the village digni-
taries, these are all people with little education
who lead unsophisticated lives and who have
acquired, because of these very facts, a profound
wisdom and an understanding of nature and
indeed of life. Numerous are the signs and
symbols which occur throughout the tale, which
have no celar meaning but which, Bosco seems
to say, hint at life’s own meaning. And perhaps
this is what Bosco intends the book to be — an
endeavour to grasp what life really is and what
nature really is. It might well also be a book in
praise of good, for almost everything about the
story is good.

However, whether you derive such hidden sig-
nificance from the story or not, I guarantee that
this delightful little tale, which has a very dis-
tinct and individual character, is one which you
cannot fail to enjoy.

PHILIP GRIFFIN, Form V.,

FRANK GILDEA

NEWSAGENCY, TOBACCONIST, FRUITERER
CONFECTIONER AND HIGH-CLASS GROCER

Complete and Prompt Morning and Evening Deliveries

Remember we are only a phone call away — Phone 982848.

4 Landscape Road, Churchtown

(NEXT DOOR TO LANDSCAPE CINEMA)
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GLANCE at the table hereunder will give some
notion of the year’s activities. It is an analysis
of inter-schools games played last season and of the
results of these games.
Age Group Played  Won  Drawn Lost

Under 9 7 3 1 3
Under 10 10 5 — 5
Under 11 11 0 1 10
Under 12 16 15 1 0
Under 13 26 16 4 6
Under 14 18 13 0 5
Junior XV 19 9 2 8
2nd Junior XV 12 7 0 5
Under 16 18 12 2 4
2nd Senior XV 10 4 1 5
Ist Senior XV 24 6 0 18

We fielded teams in eleven different age categories
1n representative games against other schools: and in
all except the senior category we held our own, and
perhaps a little more than our own. At the senior
level we have not yet sufficient numbers to compete
on equal terms with our stronger neighbours. If the
strength of a team may be gauged from its substitutes,
the weakness of our Senior Cup team of last year may

RUGBY - Retrospect and Prospect

be deduced from the fact that we were really unable
to field an independent 2nd Senior XV, but were in-
variably forced to borrow from the group above or
from the one below. In a very few years this situation
should have remedied itself and we should be able to
field regularly three independent teams above junior
level. Thereafter Rugby prospects in Churchtown
should be exciting.

We took one important step in this desirable
direction last year by establishing for the first time an
independent self-contained Under-16 team. Member-
ship was deliberately confined to boys who would not
be due to leave school before June 1965. As a result
of this development we shall have in future years a
senior team whose members have played together for
a whole season beyond Junior Cup level and enjoyed
the advantages of the stern competition that is to be
encountered in this particular age group. If this
policy is continued it should result in a senior team
considerably more competent and experienced than
what we have been having.

Last year’s Senior Cup team had to draw its players
from an extremely small panel. Its fixture list was at
once heavy and crowded. Inevitably its quota of

UNDER 12 RUGBY XV, 1963-1964

. ’ ._.r‘ § ’ “‘

Standing—]ohn Doyle, Rev. Brother Gregory, F S.C., Arthur Ryan, Eamon McDonell, Peter Andrews, John Donnellan, Niall

§ o

Marron, David Smith, Rev. Brother Vincent, F.5.C., Peter Mooney. Seated—David Kavanagh, Patrick Murphy, Desmond
Fitzpatrick (Captain), lan McNeill, Vincent Lynch. In Front—Anthony Skelton, Barry Reynolds, Ruaidhri 6 Nualldin, Gerard
Soye, Paul McCullagh, Sean O'Rourke.
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